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Raising a Generation of Philan- 
thropists 

What would it mean to the future of the 
Church in all her good works if by some 
means the men and women in college could 
be taught to give liberally of their limited 
means? The least result would be the 
graduating of a generation of Christian 
leaders who would be stewards of wealth 
in the truest sense. Other results in the 
sphere of character development would be 
none the less striking. 

A beginning in such training has been 
made in the great gifts to missions by the 
students of North America in the last few 
years. Few people know that in 1914-15 
these gifts totaled $218,652 and in 1915-16 
$247,424. In the case of some colleges 
which maintain their own mission stations 
or missionaries on the foreign field, the 
alumni have given largely. In both years 
the students alone have given over one-half 
the total. 

It remained for the War, which has taught 
unselfishness in so many ways, to fulfill the 
dream of the student leaders and furnish an 
object large and compelling enough to enlist 
practically all students in sacrificial giving. 
The problems which the leaders of the North 
American Student Movements faced in their 
annual "setting-up" conference at Niagara 
Falls last September was bringing the les- 
son of the War home to the students. Mani- 
festly it was no time for college life to run 
in its old grooves of self-centered activity 



and thoughtless extravagance. The students 
were known to be restless and anxious to 
have some part in the world struggle. To 
be told they were not needed and could 
serve best by preparing for future useful- 
ness in reconstruction days was small com- 
fort. 

Therefore, the student secretaries of the 
Men's and Women's Christian Associations 
determined to call on the college world to 
raise at least a million dollars for the relief 
of prisoners of war, for the aid of other 
national branches of the World's Student 
Christian Federation, and for the army work 
of the Y. M. and Y. W. C. A.'s. It will be 
noted that this differs from the Y. M. C. A. 
thirty-five million dollar fund in the propor- 
tion of emphasis on the work for prisoners 
of war, and in its inclusion of the work of 
women and other student movements. 
Events have proved that the right challenge 
has been found. 

Already the minimum has been far passed 
and campaigns are still going on in colleges 
which could not obtain speakers when the 
movement was at its height. Some dare to 
hope that a million and a half will be sub- 
scribed by students and professors of the 
United States without appeal to alumni. In 
every case the students have been told that 
this is a personal matter and not something 
extra for which to appeal to parents. 

Only through the details of the campaign 
can the spirit of the effort be fully appre- 
ciated. Such stories as the following are 
the rule rather than the exception: 

At Wake Forest College, North Carolina, 
the largest single subscription was made by 



the son of a missionary, who is paying abso- 
lutely all his expenses through college. More 
than one man working his way through 
Lehigh pledged fifty dollars at the organi- 
zation meeting there. In one of the cam- 
paigns a girl wrote home to have her horse 
sold to enable her to pay her pledge. At 
Elon College, North Carolina, all girls who 
cannot afford to stay in the dormitory and 
enjoy its privileges, live in a house near the 
campus and do all their own cooking, etc., 
thus reducing their expenses. One girl on 
the canvass committee, who stated that she 
could not give a cent, pledged at the close 
of the meeting fifteen dollars, and moved 
from her comfortable quarters and congenial 
roommate over to the house mentioned, giv- 
ing the difference to the War Fund. An 
Indian girl in Colorado gave a fifty dollar 
pledge. When questioned as to her wisdom 
she replied : "But I want to. I am going 
to work for my room and board next term 
to pay for it." 

Foreign students have been equally 
stirred and touched. At Athens College, 
Alabama, a Korean girl, working in the din- 
ing room to pay her tuition and board, and 
with no money coming to her from anyone, 
pledged five dollars. At Massachusetts 
Agricultural College an Italian student, who 
is working his way and has no relatives to 
helo him, pledged fifteen dollars, paying five 
dollars in cash. In the Talladega College, 
Alabama, campaign, a native African student 
who had worked hard all summer and saved 
barely enough to take him through this year, 
by much self denial gave twelve dollars. In 
one of the campaigns in West Virginia a 



Brazilian student gave his only treasure, 
a rare gold coin worth twenty dollars. 

The social value in collective sacrifice is 
shown in many colleges. War time simplic- 
ity of living is replacing many former ex- 
travagances of college organizations. At 
Agnes Scott College, Georgia, the senior 
class as a whole are to give up "senior rings" 
giving the money to the fund. Kansas Agri- 
cultural College students have decided to 
give up their college annual, contributing 
the amount thus saved to the fund. Many 
other institutions are voting to do the same. 
At McMinnville College, Oregon; the seniors 
voted to omit class gowns. 

It is no wonder that the campaign has 
brought forth strong statements as to its 
value. From Sweet Briar College, Virginia, 
which subscribed over $6,800.00, comes this 
statement : "The finest part of it all, to my 
mind, is the fact that every student on the 
campus and every member of the faculty 
pledged something, and most of them 
pledged something that will hurt ! The fund 
has meant more than dollars to every per- 
son on the campus. Our task is almost as 
big : — perhaps bigger — than at first, for we 
must now conserve this vast amount of 
Christian energy that has been let loose. 
And we can do it if we can make the girls 
realize the power that has been behind us, 
the power of faith in Christ through prayer." 
The Chairman of the fund at Vassar Col- 
lege writes : "Even if we had not raised a 
cent of money the spirit that now reigns on 
this campus would be reward enough." A 
well known student worker states: "In 
almost twenty years experience with college 



men and women I cannot recall anything 
which has made such a deep spiritual appeal 
as this fund." 

The largest University gifts are as fol- 
lows: 



Harvard 

Wellesley 

Yale 48,772 

Yassar 15,919 

Chicago .... 15,427 

Illinois 27,687 

Purdue 17,822 



.,$50,287 Michigan . 
15,760 Minnesota 



$24,600 
. 27,500 
. 23,211 
. 17.407 
. 22,000 
20.000 



Nebraska 
Ohio State 
Wisconsin 
California . 
Columbia (all 
depts. about) 40,000 

Data for this report were furnished by 
Rev. Paul Micou, B. D., Secretary Depart- 
ment Collegiate Education of the General 
Board of Religious Education of the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church, 289 Fourth Avenue, 
New York City. 



